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10th January 2019 
 
 
Dear Colleagues, 
 

We have now booked speakers for our next open meeting which will be held on the evening of 
Wednesday April 3rd from 7.15 to 8.45pm. Please reserve the date! The topic will be  

Child and Adolescent Mental Health: Progress in Oxfordshire 

The speakers will be Maria Godfrey, Strategic Lead for Children’s Services, and Andrea Shand, the 
Head of Service for CAMHS in Oxfordshire. We will send out a flyer to remind you closer to the 
date but meanwhile please feel free to book your FREE place either via our website or direct with 
our secretary Judith Bennett judith.bennetts@outlook.com . The venue has still to be confirmed 
but it will be held in a school in or close to Oxford City and will be posted on our website shortly. 
 

Since I last wrote to you we have had the ‘fully funded’ pay rise for teachers that turned out to be 
only partly funded. Criticism from the UK statistics authority of the misleading use of statistics by 
the DFE was followed by the Chancellor’s Autumn Statement, with the somewhat derisory 
additional capital allocation and the unfortunately worded comment ‘to buy the little extras they 
need’. The DfE expects this money to be spent on improvements rather than major capital 
projects and spent in the current financial year, a frankly ludicrous suggestion, particularly for 
maintained schools, when it only explained how the allocations will be calculated on December 
17th (link below). At the time of writing it still has not confirmed the exact payments each school 
will receive, though it will be £3,000 plus a per pupil allocation of £32.10 for nursery and primary 
schools weighted more for Secondary ( x 1.5 ), Post 16 ( x 2 ) and Special ( x 3 ) schools. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/capital-allocations#details-title  
Governors, which of course includes Headteachers, should not allow their schools to be rushed 
into spending this money. It is capital money that can in fact be spent in the following two 
financial years and if you have a capital project why not use it for that purpose rather than having 
to use revenue funding? Money is in such short supply in our schools and we have a responsibility 
to use it to best effect. 
 
Also announced on December 17th was an additional £1,511,963 for the Oxfordshire High Needs 
block for the current 2018-2019 and next 2019-2020 financial years. Whilst this is insufficient, it is 
extremely welcome and proves that the DfE is listening to the voices lobbying for more money for 
schools. We definitely need to keep up the pressure ahead of the 2019 Spending Review. To this 
end the National Governance Association is calling for a week of action from 25th February as  
Part of their Funding the Future campaign, more details can be found here: 
https://www.nga.org.uk/fundthefuture.aspx. Whether you join the NGA lobby or simply talk 
direct with your local MP, it is very important that all our MPs realise just how unfair the current 
implementation of the National Funding Formula remains and how much financial stress the vast 
majority of our schools are facing. 
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Governors may also be interested to look at the proposed School Security Guidance. The DfE is 
currently consulting about this. The guidance and consultation which closes on the 18th February 
may be found at  
https://consult.education.gov.uk/teacher-regulation-safer-recruitment/non-statutory-school-security-guidance/  
 

Finally, is your school a member of OGA? Please check here http://oga4schoolgovernors.org.uk/is-
your-school-a-member-of-oga We rely on the very modest £10/£15 membership subscription 
payable per school to enable us to run our Open Meetings free of charge to Governors. For 
schools that prefer to pay us direct by Bacs rather than via the OCC buyback form, there is also a 
proforma invoice in Word that can be downloaded from this page to keep the school office 
records straight. As OGA is run by a small group of volunteers it would be very helpful if Governors 
would check this and ask their school to pay, if they have not already done so. It is very time 
consuming for us to contact all schools that have not yet subscribed.  
 
 I am looking forward to seeing as many of you as possible on the 3rd April. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Carole Thomson,   (Chair of OGA)                 
c.thomson0407@btinternet.com                                                                      Telephone: 01869 278207 
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