
 
 

 
4th October 2016 
 
Dear Colleagues, 
 
Firstly, please find attached a flyer giving further details of our forthcoming open meeting on the 
evening of 18th October. Where else can you get the opportunity to hear a high quality speaker on 
important education issues and get refreshments at no cost to attendees? You could even use it 
as part of your training to impress Ofsted! We are also happy to welcome school colleagues who 
are not Governors, so do please ensure the flyer is displayed in your school. Similarly, please do 
join us for our mini-conference on Saturday 5th November; a reminder for this will follow shortly 
but places can be booked now using the same contact details: please email 
judith@jbennett57.wanadoo.co.uk 
 
How rapidly things change in politics!  
Since I wrote at the beginning of September the Education Green Paper “Schools that work for 
everyone” has been published at https://consult.education.gov.uk/school-frameworks/schools-
that-work-for-everyone-short-version-of-co/consult_view. The consultation raises issues of 
significant concern to OGA, but also omits to mention other aspects of education that do need to 
be addressed! OGA would like to respond to this consultation collectively, so would welcome your 
comments on what we should be including; please email me as soon as possible. We will circulate 
our draft response, which will be considered as part of our 5th November meeting. We would also 
ask as many of you as possible to consider completing the on-line consultation either collectively 
from your school’s Governing Board or as an individual. The closing date is 12th December. 
 
There is a much more evidence-based approach to the changes that are needed in education, 
which I would commend to our Government. It is to be found in the “Alternative Green Paper 
Schools that Enable All to Thrive and Flourish” which can be found on the Schools Week website 
http://schoolsweek.co.uk/the-alternative-green-paper-schools-that-enable-all-to-thrive-and-flourish/ . 

Some of you may remember the excellent talk Chris McShane, one of the founding members of 
the Headteacher’s Roundtable, gave OGA in November 2014. Laura McInerney, the editor of 
Schools Week will be our main speaker on November 5th. I hope many of you will find the time to 
read this and promote its contents. 
 
We were delighted to hear that the Secretary of State for Education, Justine Greening, has 
confirmed that parents will keep the right to have places on Governing Boards. She also told the 
Education Select Committee, “Yes, I do want to see all schools, over time, become academies but I 
think our focus has got to be on schools that are struggling and not doing well enough for children 
at the moment”.  
 
I know many of you, particularly in smaller Primary Schools that have not converted to Academy 
status, are quite exercised by the question of whether this is something you should be considering. 
I have a short PowerPoint presentation that might be of use to inform a discussion about this 
within your Governing Body. I would be happy to share this, please email me to request a copy. 
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Another impending change has been triggered by David Cameron’s resignation as an MP. Given 
the financial pressure on our schools, it would be helpful if the urgent need to implement a 
National Funding formula was raised with the new MP for Witney as soon as possible after the 
election on October 20th. The need to resolve funding for High Needs (SEN and Special Schools 
across all ages) is also becoming increasingly urgent. If any Schools / Governors in any part of 
Oxfordshire wish to discuss this with me do please get in touch – remember I am also currently 
the Chair of the Oxfordshire Schools Forum. 
 

Yours sincerely, 

 
Carole Thomson,   (Chair of OGA)   
               
c.thomson0407@btinternet.com                                                                      Telephone: 01869 278207 
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