
Who We Are: 
Oxfordshire Governors’ Association was founded in 
1995 to affiliate to the then recently-formed National 
Governors’ Council, to provide a national voice for 
Maintained School Governors (the NGC subsequently 
amalgamated with the National Association of School 
Governors and is now called the National Governance 
Association).  

 
All members of Governing Boards in Oxfordshire are members of OGA under the terms 
of our constitution. We are managed by a group of volunteers who are Governors or 
Directors of publicly funded schools across the County.  We are independent of the 
Local Authority and operate only because of the willingness of schools to pay our 
modest subscription of £10, or £15 for those schools with more than 300 pupils. Our 
subscription has been unchanged since 2002.  
 
What we do:  
 

We hold Open Meetings (booking required), usually three times a year, with high 
quality external speakers. These meetings are held either on a weekday evening or a 
Saturday morning depending on the availability of our speakers. On occasion our 
Saturday events have had two speakers and we end with lunch. To date we have not 
charged for our open meetings and we also invite other school and County Council 
staff to join us. These also provide networking opportunities. 
 
We act as a representative group for the Local Authority and have a Memorandum of 
Understanding with Oxfordshire County Council which has been in place since June 
2007:   
http://schools.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/oxfordshire-governors-association  
We have representatives on the Education Scrutiny committee (a non-voting member),  
Workforce Steering Group, the School Organisation Stakeholder’s Group (SOSG),  
Oxfordshire Strategic Schools Partnership (OSSP) and most recently on the newly 
formed Learner Engagement Group.  
We also link with Schools Forum members. Papers for Education Scrutiny Committee   
http://mycouncil.oxfordshire.gov.uk/ieListMeetings.aspx?CId=896&Year=0  
Schools Forum and SOSG  
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/schools/our-work-schools can be found on 
the Oxfordshire public website. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
We hold regular meetings three times each year with the relevant County Council 
cabinet member – currently this is the cabinet member for Education and Cultural 
Services, the Chair of Education Scrutiny Committee, the Director for Children’s 
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Services, the Deputy Director for Education and Learning and other relevant officers of 
the County Council. At these meetings we raise issues of concern to our schools and 
their Governing Boards, so it is important we hear what these are. To this end we are 
actively promoting more School to School support for Governors as well as school 
staff. Notes from these meeting can be found on the OGA website after they have 
been approved by OCC:  
http://oga4schoolgovernors.org.uk/oxfordshire-governors-consultation-group-ogcg/ . 
 
 
Other Links: 
 
OTSA, the Oxfordshire Teaching Schools Alliance, helps us by providing contact 
information and advertising our events. https://www.otsa.org.uk/  
 
OGA has Local Association membership of the National Governance Association (NGA). 
Representatives from OGA try to attend all NGA regional meetings and the majority of 
their national conferences so that we can learn from other areas of their concerns and 
issues and in return disseminate those from Oxfordshire. The NGA produces excellent 
support material for Schools Governors/Trustees, notably for new Governors and 
Trustees, the Welcome to Governance publication and for Chairs, The Chair’s 
Handbook. The NGA website and weekly e-newsletter are easy ways to keep up to 
date with relevant issues. The NGA also produces Governing Matters magazine. 
Consequently, we recommend the direct membership of all Governing Boards, in 
addition to our Local Association links, as this will give you access to these resources.  
 
We are happy to provide you, on request, with a copy of our Constitution (revised in 
2014) with full details of our aims and objectives: this can also be found on our website 
at http://oga4schoolgovernors.org.uk/about-us/constitution/ 
 
We hope that Governors will help with the development of school to school 
involvement and linking into OGA, either as full, or as a virtual, member of the OGA 
Executive Committee, which usually meets five times a year in Oxford City. 
 
To keep in touch with information from OCC we recommend signing up for the Schools 
News email through the link on the bottom right hand corner of the InSite: Schools 
Home Page at http://schools.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/  
 
Contact Us: Website link http://oga4schoolgovernors.org.uk/  
Chair: c.thomson0407@btinternet.com  
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