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23rd February 2020 
 
Dear Colleagues, 
 
I am really pleased to tell you that we have confirmed that the topic for our next Free Open 

Meeting is Sustainable Schools. We are delighted that our main speaker is internationally 

renowned in this area of education. Ann Finlayson is the Chief Executive of Sustainability and  
Environmental Education (SEEd). Her session is titled  

 

Preparing students for a sustainable future. 
Using 30 years evidence of what works. 

 

SEEd is a registered charity that identifies, promotes, enables and supports environmental 
education and education for sustainable development in the UK. 
The meeting will be held on Saturday 14th March from 10.15 a.m. to 12.15 p.m. followed by a 
buffet lunch.  
Detailed directions will be sent to participants so it is important that you book your place through 
our website or directly with our secretary, Judith Bennett, naming your school and stating if you 
would like lunch and have any specific dietary requirements judith.bennetts@outlook.com . 
 
It is very disappointing that so many Oxfordshire Schools will only receive the minimum uplift of 
1.84% to their budget in the new financial year. If your school is one of these please contact your 
MP and let them know that the size of this settlement is wholly inadequate and won’t even meet 
the cost of inflation. OGA would welcome receiving a copy of your letter to your MP. The F40 
cross-party  campaign for fairer funding in education, and indeed other lobby groups, continue to 
inform the government that, although the additional money for education is welcome, it is also 
both inadequate and not yet targeted fairly.  I profoundly believe that including funding for 
additional needs and the lump sum in the minimum per pupil allocation is fundamentally flawed. 
More information about F40 can be found on their website at https://www.f40.org.uk  
 
Apologies that the OGA website has not been updated as it should have been over recent weeks. 
We hope to remedy this soon. 
 
I look forward to seeing as many of you as possible on March 10th. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Carole Thomson,   (Chair of OGA)                 
c.thomson0407@btinternet.com                                                                      Telephone: 01869 278207 
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