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Dear Colleagues, 
 

OGA has kept a low profile (non-existent you might think!) during lockdown. However, you may 

be reassured to know that we have continued to attend, albeit virtually, the various meetings at 

County level at which Governor representation is included. We were conscious that Headteachers 

and others working with schools were being provided (inundated?) with guidance, yet largely 

having to make their own decisions based on school specific constraints. I hope that Governors 

have found their way to the excellent  National Governance Association  (NGA) information which 

has been freely available to all schools: this totally vindicates the historic OGA position of actively 

encouraging all schools to be members of NGA.  
 

We were of course disappointed when we had to postpone our open meeting which we had planned 

for the 14th March, ‘Preparing students for a sustainable future: Using 30 years evidence of 

what works.’ We hope to be able to reinstate this meeting at a future date as we see this as an 

important strategic issue that our schools need to engage with. In this context it is worth noting that 

schools will be eligible to apply for grants from the recently announced public sector fund for 

improving energy efficiency. So if your school has plans to invest in energy saving measures it may 

be worth keeping them in your School Development Plan despite the many other priorities that the 

pandemic has created for our schools. 
 

We are optimistic that the Annual General Meeting our constitution requires us to hold can proceed 

in the Autumn term in conjunction with an Open Meeting with a suitable speaker, albeit this is 

likely to be held virtually, through generous support from the Oxfordshire Teaching Schools 

Alliance (OTSA). I have formed the impression that co-operative working across Oxfordshire has 

worked well during lockdown, I hope your schools have also found this to be true and that this can 

continue long after Covid-19 has ceased to be a major disruptor to all our lives. 

Whilst a virtual meeting is unlikely to generate the same opportunities to share experience with 

Governors from other schools as our usual Open Meetings do, hopefully we can still create a 

worthwhile experience.  
 

On a broader issue I am deeply disappointed that the very important and urgently needed national 

review of High Needs funding has not progressed during lockdown and that there is as yet no clear 

indication that the deeply flawed National Funding formula will be improved for the 2021-2022 

financial year. At the point that I believe it worthwhile to raise these issues politically I will write 

again. 
 

Meanwhile it only remains for me to wish you all a stress free Summer and a successful reopening 

of  your schools to all children in September. 
 

Yours sincerely, 

 
Carole Thomson,   (Chair of OGA).    
 

c.thomson0407@btinternet.com                                                                      Telephone: 01869 278207 

http://oga4schoolgovernors.org.uk/
https://www.nga.org.uk/Knowledge-Centre/Executive-leaders-and-the-governing-boards/Coronavirus-Information-for-governing-boards.aspx
mailto:c.thomson0407@btinternet.com

