
 

 

Chair’s report November 2021:  
 

 
 

 
 

Another seriously disrupted year dominated by COVID-19 has seen the Executive continuing to meet virtually, 
some 5 times. We have also managed two Open meetings, both held on line with the help and support of 
OTSA who deserve our thanks. Our Autumn meeting and AGM was an opportunity for Governors to meet, 
albeit virtually, the new Director for Children’s Services, Kevin Gordon and the Deputy Director for Education, 
Hayley Good, talking about Schools and Oxfordshire the way forward. Tim Brock the lead officer for 
Governance also spoke for a few minutes about Governor Services and its support for governors. 
 
The speaker originally lined up for our Spring term meeting in 2020 finally joined us for a meeting in June 
2021! Ann Finlayson, the Executive Chair of Sustainability and Environmental Education (SEEd) spoke about 
Preparing our students for a sustainable future: Evidence from 30 years of what works. This provided us with 
a framework that schools can work from to develop their own whole school approach; embedding 
sustainability across all aspects of school life rather than generating yet another add on to the expectations 
placed upon schools. Ian Courtney a relatively new member of the OGA Executive, also presented a case study 
from Okehampton College, Devon. This was also very interesting and can be found in full on our website. 
 

As usual I would like to thank Governor Services for providing clerking support for our meetings and together 
with OTSA and OCC (through Schools News) for advertising our events.  
 

We also have representatives who have attended the School Organisation Stakeholder’s Group, Education 
Scrutiny and the Workforce Steering Group, as well as the Oxfordshire Strategic Schools Partnership. 
Representatives also meet with the lead officer for governance. We have Consultation Meetings attended by 
the Cabinet Member with responsibility for schools and education and on occasion other County Councillors, 
plus key officers including the Director for Children’s Services. At these meetings we raise issues of concern for 
schools and their Governing Boards. Notes and links to these groups may also be found on the OGA website. I 
would like to thank all my OGA colleagues who represent Governors at these meetings and also for their 
continuing support and advice, without which the Association could not continue.  
 

For those schools that do not subscribe to OGA through OCC and wish to pay us directly through BACS, the 
methodology may be found on our website, along with a list of schools that have already subscribed through 
the OCC buyback process. We would be grateful if Governors could check if their school has subscribed and, if 
not, ask why not! Though you are of course still entitled (and welcome) to attend our meetings under the 
terms of our constitution. 
 

We always welcome feedback from you about current issues, ideas for improvements in how we work with 
you or suggestions of themes or speakers for our Open meetings.  
My contact details are:  Telephone:  01869 278207 or  via  c.thomson0407@btinternet.com or use the contact 
form on our website at http://oga4schoolgovernors.org.uk/  
                

            
Carole Thomson,  
1st November 2020.   
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